
 

Ensuring Opportunity: The Campaign to Cut Poverty
in Contra Costa County 

Join us! 

 

 
 

What is the Ensuring Opportunity Campaign? A long-term initiative to … 

 Improve the lives of residents throughout Contra Costa County. 

 Raise awareness of unfair policies that contribute to the root causes of poverty. 

 Bring policy makers and residents together with business, labor, nonprofit, faith, government and 
community leaders to create practical solutions. 

Why is a Campaign needed? 

 In Contra Costa, a family of four must earn more than $71,000 per year (equivalent to almost four 
full-time minimum wage jobs) just to meet their basic needs. (Source: United Way Bay Area) 

 In a region of great wealth, too many local families are still struggling to make ends meet. 

 Existing local programs and services address residents’ immediate needs. But to have a lasting 
impact, we also must create a cohesive, county-wide and collaborative way to address the policies 
that contribute to the root causes of poverty. 

What are the Campaign’s goals? 

 Advocate for and enact policies that ensure every county resident and family has the resources they 
need to meet their basic needs. 

 Preserve safety net programs for those who need extra support.  

 Achieve measurable results in six key areas: Economic Security, Food Security, Health Security, 
Housing Security, Education and Safety. 

 Build a movement to mobilize the voices of all of us who believe in creating a community in 
which every resident has the opportunity to build a secure life for themselves and their family. 



 

What are the Campaign’s current priorities? 

 Working collaboratively on a CalFresh enrollment campaign with the county Employment & 
Human Services Department, Food Bank of Contra Costa & Solano, Multi-Faith ACTION 
Coalition, Family Economic Security Project (FESP) and other providers. Our goal is to ensure 
that by 2016 at least 75% of eligible county residents can get healthy food through CalFresh. 

 Exploring a county-wide minimum wage increase to help working individuals and families 
achieve economic security. A cross-sector working group including business, labor, service 
providers and faith-based and government representatives has spent the past several months 
researching options and gathering data. A Mills College intern conducted a comparative analysis 
of cities across the nation that adopted or attempted a wage increase. The UC Berkeley Labor 
Center is preparing a report on the likely economic impact if a wage increase is adopted in Contra 
Costa County. 

 Supporting the countywide Zero: 2016 Campaign to end homelessness, which has an initial goal 
to find housing for all military veterans and chronically homeless people in the county by the end 
of 2016. The Ensuring Opportunity campaign is also committed to increasing the local supply of 
housing that is truly affordable. 

 Identifying and speaking to organizations and advocates engaged in each of the six key areas. 
Our goal is to support and amplify their work, develop partnerships to advance new policy 
initiatives, and build support for broad policy changes that will benefit all Contra Costa residents. 

 Developing a Campaign communications strategy to raise awareness, promote discourse and 
discussion, and engage the community in advocating for policies to ensure every resident in our 
county can meet their basic economic needs. 

 Developing an overall framework for the Campaign to guide priority-setting, and a Policy 
Platform to help us achieve greatest impact in improving local residents’ well-being. 

What else has the Campaign been up to? 

 Presentations to several key constituencies around the county, including the Contra Costa Mayors 
Conference, Local Child Care Planning Council, Family Economic Security Partnership, 
Richmond Community Foundation, the county Employment & Human Services Department 
leadership team, Head Start/Economic Opportunity Council (EOC) conference and EOC 
Community Action Plan. 

 One-on-one meetings with key constituents, including the Community Food & Justice Coalition, 
Contra Costa Children’s Forum, Planned Parenthood, Rise Together, Rehabilitation Services of 
Northern California, CCISCO, the Funding the Next Generation campaign and the county 
Homeless Program. 

 Attending regional and statewide conferences, such as the recent California Budget Project 
conference in Sacramento and the upcoming Rise Together Regional Conference in early June (at 
which Ensuring Opportunity will present). 

How can I get involved? 

 Visit the Ensuring Opportunity website: www.cutpovertycc.org to learn more and join our 
contact list so you’re kept up to date on campaign activities, convenings and calls to action. 

 Contact Mariana Moore, Campaign Director: info@cutpovertycc.org, (510) 234-1200, ext. 311 
with questions, suggestions and/or invitations to meet or speak. All ideas welcome!  


